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WHAT

RICHES is a research project funded by the European Commission within 
the 7 th Framework Programme in the domain of socio -economic sciences 
and humanities.

GENERAL OBJECTIVE

To reduce the distance between people and culture, recalibrating the
relationship between heritage professionals and heritage users in order
to maximise cultural creativity and ensure that the whole European
community can benefit from the social and economic potential of
Cultural Heritage .

«Recalibrating Relationships : bringing cultural heritage and people
together in a changing Europe and finding new ways of engaging with
heritage in a digital world» .
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RESEARCH

RICHESô research general focus is on change: 

on the decentring of culture away from institutional structures 
towards the individual and on the questions which the advent of 
digital technologies are posing in relation to how we understand, 
collect and make available Europeôs cultural heritage (CH).
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WHO

Riches draws together 10 partners from 6 EU countries and Turkey:

Coventry University (UK) ïProject Coordinator

Promoter Srl (IT ) ïCommunication Manager

City of Rostock (DE)

National Museum of Ethnography, Leiden (NL)

Waag Society (NL)

University of Exeter (UK)

I2cat Foundation (ES)

University of Southern Denmark (DK)

Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation (DE)

Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism (TR)
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QUESTIONS TO BE 
ANSWERED

RICHES wants to answer the following questions:

1. How can CH institutions renew and remake 
themselves?

2. How can EU citizens play a co -creative role in 
their CH?

3. How can new technologies represent and 
promote CH?

4. How can CH become closer to its audiences?

5. How can CH be a force in the new EU 
economy?

5



Grant agreement n. 612789

GOALS (1)

1. to develop the conceptual 
framework of its 
research;

2. to investigate the context 
of change in which CH is 
preserved, made and 
transmitted;

3. to identify the directions 
to be taken to maximise 
the impact of CH on social 
development;
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GOALS (2)

4. to devise instruments and 
methodologies for 
knowledge transfer , 
exploiting the potential of CH 
through digital technologies 
for the EU economic growth;

5. to tell stories related to 
Mediated and Unmediated 
CH , through concrete case 
studies;

6. to produce evidence - based 
policy recommendations 
and best practice 
guidelines .
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RESEARCH AREAS (1)

RICHES research explores how development and growth in Europe 
can be stimulated by digital technologies.

A wide range of focus is taken into account for the investigation:

Ç IPR issues, arising from the move from analogue to digital media;

Ç context of change in which CH is held, preserved, curated and 
accessed;

Ç m ediated and unmediated heritage;

Ç context of change in which                                                  
performance -based CH is made;
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RESEARCH AREAS (2)

Ç transformation of physical spaces, places and territories;

Ç traditional skills transferred into innovative production methods 
for the creative industry ;

Ç digital CH practices for identity and belonging;

Ç co-creation and living heritage                                                     
for social cohesion;

Ç structures for community 
and territorial cohesion;

Ç CH and places;
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RESEARCH AREAS (3)

Ç economics of culture and fiscal issues;

Ç innovation and experimentation in the Digital Economy;

Ç museums and libraries adopting digitisation and digital services;

Ç digital exhibitions;

Ç virtual performances;

Ç Public -Private -Partnership.
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EXPECTED IMPACTS (1)

1. Social Impact: digital technologies will challenge the 
ñdemocratic deficitò existing between producers/curators and 
consumers/users of CH;

2. Economic Impact: the models of skill and technology -
transfer developed by RICHES, will influence the production 
methods in the sectors of fashion and product design and will 
have wider applicability to many other sectors;

3. Cultural Impact: through digital technologies, performance -
based CH will stimulate innovative interactions with cultural 
audiences, offering models to be re -used                            
for other CH domains;
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EXPECTED IMPACTS (2)

4. Educational Impact: through the co -
creation work undertaken by the partners, 
RICHES will influence educational 
processes offering novel learning 
opportunities and new resources for 
teachers and learners;

5. Technological Impact : RICHES will 
identify the real requirements of the CH 
sector, creating the conditions for a truly 
user -driven technological research.

12


